Batu Caves
Batu Caves is a an iconic and popular tourist attraction in
Selangor.
It is a site of a Hindu temple and shrine, Batu Caves attracts
thousands of worshippers and tourists, especially during the
annual Hindu festival – Thaipusam.
A limestone outcrop located just north of Kuala Lumpur, Batu
Caves has three main caves featuring temples and Hindu
shrines.
Its main attraction is the large statue of the Hindu God at
the entrance, besides a steep 272 climb up its steps to
finally view the stunning skyline of the city centre.
Monkeys frolic around the caves, and it is a popular spot for
rock climbing enthusiasts. Paintings and scenes of Hindu Gods
can also be seen in the Ramayana Cave.
Batu Caves is a place where you should not miss on your next
visit to Malaysia!
There are 3 main attractions at Batu Caves which is a
limestone hill riddled with caves. The main Cave is known as
the Temple Cave or Cathedral Cave and is accessed by a steep
flight of 272 steps. The steps are thronged with troupes of
greedy macaques who will harass you for food if you are
carrying any (better not to feed them).
The cave serves as a Hindu Temple devoted to Lord Muragan
whose 42 meter high gold statue stands guard outside. Unless
you are particularly fond of huge crowds or wish to take part
in the festival, you might want
during the Thaipusam festival
February each year) hundreds of
throng to the cave, including a

to avoid visiting Batu Caves
(which falls in January or
thousands of believers will
number who impale themselves

with skewers and hooks as acts of penitence and devotion.
Half way up the flight of stairs is the entrance to the second
main attraction, the Dark Cave. This is more of an adventure
cave with educational and scientific interest. It is not
always open (on 2 of my 5 visits to Batu Caves it has been
closed) and depends on the availability of a guide without
whom you are not allowed to enter.
The Dark Cave is said to be home to the rarest spider in the
world, the Trapdoor Spider, and an ancient animal community
dating back over 100 million years (which during my visit
seemed only to comprise bats and cockroaches!).
The Cave Villa, the 3rd attraction which lies at the foot of
the limestone hill. There are two more show caves illuminated
here with coloured lights and containing brightly painted
statues and paintings of Indian poets and characters from
Hindu mythology. You can read the plaques containing pearls of
oriental wisdom while strolling around the humid caves. One of
the caves also contains glass display tanks full of snakes and
other reptiles.

